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TELEPHONE notes 

THE PRESIDENT XBB2BOC TO 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT KENNEDY 


A Hello? 

3 Hello, Mr. President. 

A Bobby, 1 got your note the other day, and thought that It was very good on this Civil 
Right's thing, and talked to Lee White about it, and called you when you were in that 
meeting in New York on that Library thing. ... 

B Oh, yeah. . . 

A And 1 had him. . . I tried to get Katgenbach. . .and 1 had him then talk to Burke and 

then they're been working on some things together. At first. . .1 think that it's a very 
good report, and second. ..I want to do something and everything that is suggested 
in it. . 

B Yeah. . . 

A That your people think la indicated. . .and I told Lee White to get with them and start 
working it up whatever dates you tiak. . . . and 1 don't want to substitute our judgement 
for your people's on the date. . . Dirksen told me that he thought that he would have 
the Bill passed by the 15th. . . 

B Yes, that would be wonderful. . . 

A And 1 doubt that. ..... but that's what he indicated. . .and I haven't talked to any of the: 

about any of tbe dates. . . or details of It. . . but that's just what he said when we were 
talking about it. . . the other night or day here the other day. . . 

B Yes... 

A And 1 talked to them yesterday about this situation in Maryland. . . 1 gather that they 
got by last night, but they might have trouble tonight. . . 

B Yes. . 

A Are you up to date on that? 

B Yes. What 1 thought was a possibility. . . when I talked to Bill Wirtz when 1 was at 

the White House today. . . They, in the first place, the Negroes don't know what they 
want. . .and if we can flind out from them. . . exactly what they're Interested In. .and 
Dick Gregory's been helpful on that. ..In the second thing, is , that primarily In 
my judgement, it most be jobs. . . .because that reason that you've had so much 
disention over there is that 33 or 35% unemployment. . . 
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I thought that If we could. . . tty. that you would appoint a high-level one or two 
people. . .and ask the States to do the same thing. . .and then sak the community to 
do the M *xa* thing. . . Make a study of the unemployment problem in Cambridge and 
while that was going on. . . there would be some embergency action that could be 
taken. . . that was. . . . talked to Bill Bill Wirt* about it this morning. . . we could work 
out something for employment in the summer months. . . even if it's not some kind 
of make-work. . . action ... and I think that it would c a lm that situation. . . First, that 
they knew that some long-range action was going to be taken. . . and secondly. . . that 
there was some action that was taken now that they could actually see occur. ..and 
that's basically my suggestion on that. . 

I'm for tha t. Is there anybody besides Wirt* that has anything in their shop that 
they can offer? 

Well, then, I thought that he would know. . .and take a look at It. . .and 1 think that he 
would know.. .what eale could be done. . .whether It's HEW, for Instance... 

All right. . . .I'll call him. . a. nd tell him that I'm very Interested in It. . . and I'll do 
It as soon as 1 can. . . 

Oh, huh. . .1 have a couple of other things. . .1 don't know If you have a moment. . . 
Yes, 1 do. . . 

This is outside the area somewhat. ... but the qua stioa of who we're going to do for 
the Olympics. . . I was going to send you a memorandum on that. Look's like we're 
going to do badly there. • . and sports ... organisation ... is now what it should be. . . 

I don't know U you remember. . . we tried. ..oh, fir about a year and a half. . . we 
ha ve kept 2 major organisations, . • from fi ghtin g one another. . . so at leasst we could 
send a tmmm to the Olympics. ..but When the Olympic's are over, they're going to 
be back fighting. . .Secondly, there's norreal effort iathe United States to utilise 
the manpower that doesn't go through college. . . you know, m might have some good 
athletes that could win through high school. .... and then sort of disappear. ... We 
don't really know what we have in this country. . .and if we want to do well In the 
athletic. . . . and l think that it is important. . . wo could do much better than we have 
done in the past. . . . Therefore, Z wanted to suggest to you. . . that perhaps. . .1 have 
talked to General Gavin about bis and they are is the process. . . there id s little 
company. . .a couple of feundattons have put up some nsney.. so they're making a 
assessment of what the situation is in the United States at the present time. * . 

Uh, huh. ... i tMnk that's excellent, constructive. . . just send me what I’m supposed 
to do and I'll do U. . . 

Well, 1 think that die first step M that If you would see General Gavin. . . 
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A I'll be happy to. . . 

3 And I'll will send you a memo. . . 

A Will you bringhim in? 

3 Yea, that would be fine... 

A Good, good. . . good. . . 

B Now, the other thing. . .1 ufpz spoke just a little while ago about the narcotics. , .1 

think that if at some appropriate time, you could see the. . . Judge Frettyman. . you 
know the man that made that study. . . I think that it would take just 10 minutes or so o: 
your time. ..and Indicate an. Interest. Number one -- I think that there is a lot 
more that could be done on narcotics than has been done. . . secondly, a study has 
been made which is quite good. . . I wouldn't agree with all the suggestions but 
I think that hit has been good. . . and I think that the fact that you're on that. . . and then 
... it would behelpful. . . for those states. . . that have the problems. . . California 
and New York. . . and secondly once again. . . to indicate to the country and to the 
public. . . 

A Well, do you want to bring him In or do you just want to tell me. . .I'll be here next 

week. . . . just give him a time. . . just call Jack Valetti. . . . and just say. . . 

3 Shall 1 bring it up with Mm? 

A Yeah, yeah. . .and I'll tell him those 2 things. . . that Gavin and you and Frettyman 

and we'll just work it out just as soon as I g «t back. . . and I'm going to New York 
for this thing tonight. . . 

B Yes.. 

A But I'll make commencement address in Texas. . . Sunday. . . but as far as I know 

I'll be here all next week. ... but he'll work It out. . . and we'll get both of them behind 
us. . . let's get Burke to work with Lee White andy anyone else over here that he needs. 
He can get Mike Feldman or Hobart Taylor or Ralph Dungan or anybody that can be 
of help to you all; let's get up this list. . .and I gather that what you have In mind is j 
something similar to what we did with President Kennedy -- the 3 of us. . . .and just ; 
use it in the East Room. . . 

j 

B Yes. . . and azawful lot of good was accomplished. . . J 

there's no question to that. . .it remade our little town of Austin just because we 
one restaurant man to help on it. . . 

. . . can I bring up one other matter ? 
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A Ycb. And incidentally, they integrated the University of Texas. . . for the first time. . . 

S Y rah. . . 

A All the dormitories. . . 

3 Yes, and I understand that they hired a professor down there. . . 

Yes, but that one little restaurant man. . , hamburger shop. . .went back and got 
it all started. 

5 Yes, certainly very good. Uh. . .1 have not been involved intimately with. . . on the 

Southeast Asia or Viet Nam. . .just those 2 National fecurity Council meetings. . 

Bob McNamara ~ about 5 or 6 days ago. . .had a talk with me. . . and asked me 
to go over and I went through. I think that there* s a lot of. . . and I had this same 
feel in g with President Kennedy think that there f s a lot of people around. . . such 
as Douglas Dillon and some tothers. . .who* . . . whether they*re involved in making 
the decisions or not* • . they frequently^ based on experience and judgement. • • have 
some good ideas on some of these matters. • « 1 think that was the advantage of dealing 
with the. . you know, the problem of the missile crisis. . .and some of the 

difficulties over the last 3 years. . .and I think. . . to make the sugge* 4ioa to 

reutilixe some ofthoee brains and talent. • .and would be helpful. • . in having watched 
a little bit apart over the last 3 years. • . Z think that. • . to have those people 
Involved. * .make sure that there is a full dismission about some of these things. • • 
!*•••*•* well* to be frank about It, based on my 2 meetings of the National Security 
Meetings. • .1 thought that ... which I have skid to Bob McNamara. • • that was too much 
emphasis on die military aspects of It. • • but I would thjnk that that war would never 
be won militarily. • . but where it si going to be won. . . is the political war. . . and of 
course, the best talent U over at the Pentagon. . . because you have Bob McNamara. . . 
but that same kind of talent .... is going to have to be applied to doing what needs 
to be done. • • politically In that country. . .and whether it 1 ! setting up an organisation 
for each one of those counties. ... politically .... and what needs to be done. . • and 
what steps or being takoc. . .and maybe just sending more planes ther or bombing 
someplace. • • the people themselves are not Interested. . .as you point out frequently 

• . . which I*m not bure that we can concentrate sufficiently. . . Uh, 1 think 

that a real major effort on (he political field. . .as is being made in the military field 
... because the military action will obviously have to be taken. . . but the. • . unless the 
political kk action is taken concurrently ... in my judgement. . . I just don't think 
that ifcrwouid be successful. 

A I think that* a. . . good thi nking . . .and that** not any different from the way that I have 

felt. . . . that*s what we spent the whole afternoon. . . . yesterday. . . I assume that 
you saw his column yesterday morning. . . Bob McNamara. ... 

B Yes, 1 did. • • 

i 

A Bob McNamara and George W . Ball. . . and Bundy. . . and just ones that ... I agree with : 
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with you on Dillon and the Covmcll too. .... the problem that we've had is there is ver : 
much what you referred to. . . on the first days that 2 was in there. . . you don't get 
too much when the President is present. . .and in the way of frankness and real. ... 

B No. • 

, t 

• A And real adventure and imagination. ..and people are somewhat he si that to give 

their ideas to. . . so I have been trying to stimulate and encourage political thinking 
; and tried to insight in them some adventure. . . and some diplomatic adventure and 

to call old military government. . . the war. . .and If we have to take the whole Mayor's ■ 
donference ... .and put them out there in these provinces and we want extra 
propangada and we want extra USIA and we want extra radio programs. . . . and we 
want to tell them what we want to do with them and for them. . . and what the hope is 
... and what the future is for the average fellow. . . and he says. ... I handle all that 
myself. . . and he wants to do it. . . The USIA man. . . and we gave him to him. . . and he 
| doesn't use him. . .and sending the messages. . .and then we sent him a new chif 

of mission. . . for him that he had asked for. . one or two or three that he had asked 
for. . . and elected. ... and he got where he won't talk to hixn now. ... The. ... It's 
a very serious problem. . . in all the military that we have to . . . Mr. McNamara 
or somebody to go out and get an agreement on 3 or 4 or 5 things and then we'll have 
to go back and check a month later and see If he's doing them. Now we're going to 
have another meeting with Mm. . . we have resolved none of these things. . . . we've 
| reached no conculusions. . on any of them. ... we're not ready to have a declaration 

| of war. . . or war by executive order. . . W e're trying , everytway that we can. ... to 

soup up and stabilise them. . . and to find tome diplomatic programs. . . and political 
q programs. . .instead of sending out 20 extra planes Rusk is going by there and 

is go ng over to that funeral. . . and is going to try to get him to agree that we go in. 

there Into tbs se provinces. . . and hamlets. . . with civilian leadership. . . That* a 

launch something In the way of offices for ourselves if we can get the Canadians ; 

to go In and tel 1 Hanoi that our objectives are very limited and we can do all right 
with them. . . .and that we don't want to take them over. . . and we don't want to be the 
power In that part of the world. . . All we want to do is get them to leave these other 
folks. . . alone. . . and we'll do better than. . . . Z talked to Pearson today in New York 
about getting the Candadians. . . . 

(Remainder of tape is very blurred and has whirring noises — can not transcribe! 
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